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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION (IHO) 

HOST AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 53237 

1 . UK FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE (PHYLLIS SMITH) 

PROVIDED EMBASSY FOLLOWING UK COMMENTS ON REFTEL SUGGES- 
TIONS RE SUBJECT AGREEMENT. UK AGREED THAT US PROPOSALS 
WOULD HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED IN COURSE OF CONFERENCE SINCE 
US SUBMISSION IS VERY LATE. 

2. RE PARA 3 OF REFTEL, ART 10 PARA IV OF IHO AGREEMENT 
REFERS TO BOTH IMMUNITY OF PERSONS AND PAPERS. UK AGREES 
THERE SHOULD BE NO QUALIFICATIONS ON IMMUNITY FOR PAPERS 
AND ON THAT POINT CLARIFICATION MAY BE REQUIRED. HOWEVER, 

THE PHRASE TO WHICH THE US OBJECTS, "CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF 
COMMITTING AN OFFENSE," IS NORMAL IN ALL FRENCH AGREEMENTS 
AND UK COULD THUS ACCEPT IT WITH RESPECT TO PARA IV(A) 

BUT NOT TO PARA IV(B). 

3. RE PARA 4 REFTEL, UK HAS NO OBJECTION TO ART 10 
PARA V SINCE UNLESS PERSON IS AN INTERNATIONAL CIVIL 
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SERVANT, HE DOES NOT ENJOY IMMUNITY IN HIS OWN COUNTRY. 

A PARALLEL MIGHT BE THAT OF AN HONORARY CONSUL OR CON- 
SULAR AGENT WHO IS A NATIONAL OF THE COUNTRY IN WHICH HE 
IS FUNCTIONING AND DOES NOT BY VIRTUE OF HIS APPOINTMENT 
AS CONSUL OF ANOTHER COUNTRY ENJOY IMMUNITY FROM HIS OWN 
COUNTRY'S LAWS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


4. RE PARA 5 REFTEL, UK AGREES BUT HAD NOT INTENDED TO 
RAISE THE POINT ITSELF. 

5. RE PARA 6 REFTEL ON PROPOSED SIDE LETTER FROM MONACO 
TO IHO. ON (A) PARA 1, UK AGREES THAT A VERIFICATION MIGHT 
BE SOUGHT, BUT ITS OWN INTERPRETATION OF THE MONACO- 
FRENCH ACCORD IS THAT UNDER IT FRANCE WOULD NOT HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO ENTER THE HEADQUARTERS AREA OF IHO. ON (B) 

PARA 4, UK AGREES BUT DOES NOT INTEND TO RAISE THE ISSUE. 

ON (C) PARA 5, UK AGREES ON THE NEED FOR CLARIFICATION 
SINCE THE PHRASE "OFFICIAL OF THE ORGANIZATION" DOES NOT 
APPEAR IN ARTICLE 1 1 OF IHO AGREEMENT AND, THEREFORE, 
PURPOSE OF THIS DEFINITION IS UNCLEAR. 
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